[Lesional pulmonary edema associated with tocolysis by hexoprenaline sulfate].
We report the case of a 24-year-old white female in need of tocolysis during the 25th week of pregnancy with i.v. hexoprenaline, while suffering from a discrete influenza-like syndrome with nasal discharge and sinusitis. A few hours later fulminant acute adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) developed. ARDS is a rare (0.5-5%) but feared complication of tocolysis with beta-2 mimetic agents and magnesium sulfate. Its physiopathology is obscure, but iatrogenic hyperhydration and lesions of the alveolar-capillary membrane are suspected. In this case both factors were involved, but lesions of the alveolar-capillary membrane were predominant. A direct toxic effect of beta-2 mimetic agents on the alveolar-capillary membrane has not been demonstrated and other factors favoring pulmonary edema during tocolysis with beta-2 mimetic agents, especially infections, are discussed.